LETTER OF AGREEMENT #16

BETWEEN

The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
(hereinafter called the ‘ETFO’)

AND

The Ontario Public School Boards’ Association
(hereinafter called ‘OPSBA’)

AND

The Crown

RE: Safe Teaching and Learning Environments

The parties agree that safe teaching and learning environments is a shared goal. In addition, the
parties acknowledge that appropriate conduct in schools is essential for successful educational
outcomes and a positive school climate. A positive school climate includes expectations that
everyone actively promotes and demonstrates positive behaviours and interactions, to create,
foster and sustain a school community that is safe, inclusive, and accepting for all.

Within 60 days of the ratification of the Central Terms, the Crown, ETFO, and OPSBA will meet
to revise PPM 128: The Provincial Code of Conduct and School Board Codes of Conduct.

The parties agree to establish a requirement for schools to have publicly facing signage that
communicates behaviour expectations for everyone that are consistent with a safe learning and
teaching environment.

Following these discussions, School Boards and Locals shall meet and discuss how the
expectations in the code of conduct are communicated to staff, students, other members of the
school community, and visitors.

The parties will develop recommendations for the Crown regarding the content of the signage
related to the code of conduct that will be shared with school boards. The signage will be
shared with the parties prior to the distribution to school boards.

The Crown commits to have the revisions to PPM 128 completed prior to the start of the 2024-
25 school year.

The Crown shall endeavour to ensure that the publicly facing signage is distributed to school
boards to be posted in schools and board head offices prior to the start of the 2024-25 school
year.
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